
"seen cancer of the uterus unmistakably produced by gall
stone infection." Of course there is a mistake in this on the
part of the reporter. It should have been "liver" instead of
"uterus." Yours truly, Jas. T. Jelks, M.D.

The Late Prof. Harrison Allen.
Philadelphia, Nov. 30, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Willyou kindly insert the following notice
in your paper? At a meeting of the Philadelphia Neurological
Society, held on November 22, the following action was taken :

Whereas, The Philadelphia Neurological Society has heard
with great regret of the death of Dr. Harrison Allen, it desires
to offer its sympathy to his family and to give expression to its
sense of the great loss which has been sustained by science
and the medical profession. Dr. Allen was deeply interested
in neurology, not only as a human and comparative anatomist,
but also in various practical directions, as indicated by his val-
uable contributions to this Society and other medical bodies.

Charles W. Burr, President.
William G. Spiller, Secretary.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
Department of Public Health Bill.—At the semi-annual meeting

of the Oklahoma Territorial Association held in the city of
Oklahoma, Nov. 18, 1897, the following resolutions offered by
Dr. C. D. Arnold of El Reno, were passed without a dissenting
voice :

Resolved, 1, That this Association desires to express its
sympathy for the American Medical Association and its
organ, the Journal, in their untiring efforts to induce Con¬
gress to create a National Department of Public Health, and
heartily endorse the Association Bill approved by the American
Public Health Association, at its late meeting in Philadelphia.
Resolved, 2, That this body request the Oklahoma Delegate

in Congress, the Hon. J. Y. Callahan, to use his influence in
passing the bill ; and further, that each member of this Asso
ciation endeavor to at once procure a copy of said bill and
familiarize himself with all its valuable features, and write to
such representatives in Congress as he is personally acquainted
with in the States, urging them to support the Bill.
Resolved, 3, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the

Hon. J. Y. Callahan, one copy to the Journal of the Ameri¬
can Medical Association, one filed with the transactions of
this Association, and (as amended by Dr. G. E. Keeby) each
member be supplied with a copy.

J. A. Hatchett, President.
F. S. Dewey, Secretary.
Health Boards and the Public Weal.—The determination of the

New York Health Department to destroy a building as "not fit
for human habitation and not capable of being rendered so"
has been upheld by the Appellate Division. On the appeal,
only the pleadings, decision, and exceptions thereto and the
judgment were before the court, the appellant's counsel
contending that the grounds specified in the decision were
insufficient to warrant it, and that consequently no con¬
sideration of the facts was necessary. Justice Barrett, giving
the opinion of the court, holds that, under the amendments of
1894 and 1895, to Section 1022 of the code, all that is necessary
for the court is to state the grounds on which the issues have
been decided ; and whether the conclusions of law are justified
by the evidence can not be decided on appeal where there are

no distinct findings of fact and where the court has not the
evidence before it. Averments were distinctly made in the
petition in this case which, Justice Barrett said, if proved in
their entirety would establish the fact that the condemned
building was a public nuisance and that it should be abated.
The court must assume, upon the record, that the judgment
was rendered upon adequate proof of every fact so averred in
the petition.

A New Disinfecting Steamer at the Quarantine Station of New York
Harbor.—The health officer of the port of New York, Dr. A. H.
Doty, has added to his equipment a disinfecting steamboat, the

James Wadsworth, with an improved method for the applica¬
tion of steam. The latter is described as consisting in the
exhaustion of the air in the chamber so as to produce a partial
vacuum before the steam is admitted, and it is found that, all
other circumstances being alike, a temperature of 240 degrees,
that of the steam in the chamber, is reached in the interior of
a matress or like article in less than three minutes with the
vacuum, though without it from ten to fifteen minutes are

required, The oven is constructed with double walls and is
encased in a jacketing of asbestos, which so prevents the loss
of heat by radiation that the room in which it is fixed is not
perceptibly warmer than others in the vessel or building.
The special feature, however, is the steam exhaust, which con¬
sists simply of a powerful jet of steam coming directly from
the boiler, where a pressure of sixty-five pounds to the square
inch is maintained, passing across the mouths of 1% inch pipes
connected with the chamber of the oven and with the space
between its inner and outer walls. A similar pipe communi¬
cates between the chamber and the outer air and the steam is
admitted by one of 2% inch in diameter, furnished with a

regulating nozzle by which the pressure may be reduced to
fifteen or twenty pounds, which is sufficient for a temperature
of 240 degrees in the chamber. All these pipes are provided
with stop-valves. The operation, after articles to be disinfected
have been introduced and the doors securely closed, is to set
the steam exhaust to work until the manometer or steam gauge
indicates a pressure in the chamber and surrounding wall space
of not more than twenty inches, a partial vacuum which is
attained in about one minute. The valves are then closed and
the steam pipe opened, when the superheated vapor entering
under a pressure of two atmospheres, into the rarefied atmos¬
phere of the chamber, penetrates the densest fabrics and
stuffed or packed goods, raising their temperature throughout
to its own in three or four minutes. Ten minutes at 240 de¬
grees destroys bacilli of plague and anthrax, however protected,
with absolute certainty, so that in fifteen minutes from the
commencement of the process the steam may be turned off,
when the steam exhaust is again set in action, though on the
chamber only, until the former vacuum has been restored ;
then the air inlet is opened and the exhaust still acting draws
such a powerful current through the chamber that in two or

three minutes every trace of moisture has been removed and
wearing apparel may be resumed within less than half an hour
of its having been given up, an interval clearly none too long
for the bath and cleansing of the persons of the wearers.

A Dangerous Intramural Cemetery.—The necropolis of Liverpool
is situated in about the center of that city. Although it occu¬
pies a space not much larger than a good-sized city block, it
receives hundreds of interments yearly. In the five years
ending January, 1896, 2,255 bodies were added. The largest
number of interments appear to take place at the necropolis.
No notice is required to be sent to the sanitary department
when these interments take place, but occasional visits are
made to this burial ground. Here there is an arrangement of
tiers, separated by a course of flagging, and with brickwork
between each coffin. The walls between the vaults are four
and one-half inches in thickness, and a stone flag covers over

the top course of coffins, about two feet six inches below the
surface of the ground. The vaults contain about thirty-six
coffins, and it is probable that, within an area ten yards square,
there will be over 300 bodies of adults and children. Inter¬
ments in this greatly overcrowded graveyard not only take
place in family graves and vaults, but new graves are also being
opened. The approximate number of interments (not includ¬
ing still-borns) which have taken place in the cemetery since
it was opened is 82,341. There is said to be accommodation
for 2,160 more bodies, besides graves already sold, but which
have not yet been fully utilized. The inhabitants of the houses
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